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SUBJECT: PRESSURES ON THE NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

1. SINCE THE OUSTER OF THE THANOM GOVERNMENT, VARIOUS 
GROUPS HAVE CALLED FOR THE RESIGNATION OF THE NATIONAL 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY (NLA) THAT IT APPOINTED. THE 
UNITED STUDENT AND PEOPLE'S FRONT ISSUED A LEAFLET 
OCTOBER 18 CALLING FOR THE DISSOLUTION OF THE NLA. 

SIMULTANEOUSLY ANOTHER GROUP DRAWN FROM THE ACADEMIC 
COMMUNITY HAS MADE THE SAME SUGGESTION. MOST 
RECENTLY THE THAMMASAT POSTGRADUATE GROUP HAS CALLED 
FOR THE RESIGNATION OF THE NLA. 

2. THE NLA HELD A CLOSED SESSION NOVEMBER 29 TO DEBATE 
ASSEMBLYMAN MARUT BUNNAG'S MOTION FOR RESIGNATION EN MASSE. 
ANOTHER ASSEMBLYMAN LATER TOLD US THAT DURING THE DEBATE MARUT 
RAISED THE SPECTER OF A STUDENT DEMONSTRATION. 

MARUT SUPPOSEDLY SAID THAT THE UNIVERSITY 
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SESSIONS WOULD BE OVER IN A COUPLE OF DAYS, AND THAT IF 
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THE NLA DID NOT RESIGN IT COULD EXPECT THE STUDENTS TO 
MARCH ON PARLIAMENT BUILDING. THE ASSEMBLYMAN POINTED 
OUT THAT THE ATTEMPT TO PERSUADE THE NLA TO RESIGN WAS 
THE FIRST DIRECT CONFRONTATION WITH THE MILITARY, SINCE 
ALMOST THREE FOURTHS OF THE NLA MEMBERSHIP ARE MILITARY 
OFFICERS. 

3. A MEMBER OF THE NLA SECRETARIAT TOLD US THAT AFTER 
AN HOUR AND A HALF OF CLOSED SESSION, THE NLA MADE 
NO DECISION TO RESIGN. HE POINTED OUT THAT FIFTY PER 
CENT OF THE NLA MEMBERS DID NOT EVEN PARTICIPATE IN THE 
CLOSED SESSION. 

4. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH THERE ARE PRESSURES ON THE NLA 
TO RESIGN, SOME CIVILIAN ASSEMBLYMEN MAY NOT BE WILLING 
TO PRESS THE ISSUE. THE OPEN SESSION OF THE NLA 
NOVEMBER 29 WAS UNIQUE C V GAHLNP DESPITE AN ABBREVIATED 
AGENDA, IT WAS AN EXTREMELY LONG SESSION, MAINLY 
BECAUSE CIVILIAN ASSEMBLYMEN WERE TAKING THE OPPORTUNITY 
TO DO SOME ELECTIONEERING BEFORE THE ASSEMBLED PRESS. 
KINTNER 
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